[Tension Pneumothorax Developing Hemothorax after Chest Tube Drainage].
A 61-year-old man visited a physician complaining of progressive chest pain and dyspnea. The chest radiography showed complete collapse of the right lung suggesting tension pneumothorax. The patient was transferred to our hospital. A small amount of the right pleural effusion was also seen in addition to pulmonary collapse on the chest radiography. Chest drainage was performed, and continuous air leakage was seen. At 2 hours later, air leakage was disappeared but the bloody effusion was noted. The chest radiography revealed massive effusion and the enhanced computed tomography showed active bleeding. The emergency surgery was conducted. The bleeding point was a ruptured vessel between the apical parietal pleura and the pulmonary bulla. Hemostasis and the resection of the bullae was performed. Careful observation after chest drainage is necessary to prepare unexpected hemothorax in case of tension pneumothorax with pleural effusion.